Thursday April 16 1998 The Guardian

The dangers of
self-improvement

Reviewers savaged Remaking Eden, Lee Silver’s
warning of where genetic engineering may be leading.
But Tim Radford finds the Princeton professor is
unrepentant, and a number of scientific heavyweights
are beginning to think along the same lines

TCH OUT for Homo
proteus, the species that
changes its own shape.
Last month, Cambridge physicist
Stephen Hawking told President
Clinton — at a millennium lecture
at the White House — that humans
were likely to redesign themselves
completely over the next 1,000
years. Also last month, Visions
(Oxford £18.99), by the New York
physicist Michio Kaku, proposed
that humans would get up to all
sorts of tricks, ihcluding replacing
their own organs as they wear out

and (if they try hard enough)
maybe even engineering wings.
Later this year, in a new book
called Consilience (published by
Little, Brown, no price yet), Edward
O Wilson, the great evolutionary
theorist of Harvard University, will
argue the same thing: that Homo
sapiens is about to decommission
natural selection, that from now on
human evolution will be a matter

for science and technology, tem-

pered by ethics and political choice.
Actually, Lee Silver of Princeton
University said it all in Januaryina

book called Remaking Eden (Wei-
denfeld, £20) and got into terrible
trouble. The irony is that unlike the

" others, Silver is a molecular biolo-

gist and really does go around alter-
ing life as we know it, although not
human life. Another irony is that he

- gotitin the neck, in the Guardian,

from Lord Winston, one of the
giants of reproductive biology.
Winston has himself dramatically
altered life for many families,
simply by making children possible
for them. “We scientists should
understand that support for our
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